
 

Eksempel på forløb med Martina Scarpelli 

Workshop  

Day 1 

The first day starts with a short Intro lecture to print making – samples and process. Center of interest of 

first day of workshop is the matrix (the metal plate). Every student will have a 10x15cm plate of zinc. They 

will first have to prepare them with the ground varnish. Then, students will draw and etch. After the 

drawing phase together with the teacher they will dip the plates in a solution of copper sulphate in order to 

etch the drawings onto the plates. 

 

Chemistry: The etching of the plate is caused by the electrolytic action between the zinc and the copper ions 

in the bath. Zinc is removed from the plate and goes into solution as ions, which are not visible. At the same 

time copper ions in the solution change into copper or copper oxide, which can be seen as a sediment: a 

solution of copper sulphate etches zinc without producing toxic fumes. (*pictures and more detail on 

process in attached annexes “PRINT”) 

 

Day 2 - print and exposition 

In the second day of workshop students will print their plates. Depending on the schedule there will be a 

presentation and a little art exhibition for parents showing both the printed result and the etched plate.  

 

Preparation before workshop: The only preparation needed is to think about what to draw/print. If in the 

interest of the class curriculum a theme can be given. Students can also bring a light plane t-shirt and we 

can print on it.  

Teachers roles/artist role: the artist role will be to guide the students during the entire process of 

printmaking, helping them to use materials and take decisions, making sure they work safely while having 

fun.  

The teacher role will be to explain the students how the material work: why we use wax to protect the 

plate? How should I draw if I want the acid to “bite” the plate in a certain way? Why is the acid transferring 

my drawing in the metal? Where is the bitten metal going? Why can’t we do this at home alone? 

Evaluation: we will exhibit the prints, and by looking at them we will try to analyze the process made:  how 

the acid worked the metal and why? What happened we didn’t expect? How can we transfer some 

property of one material to another? 

In some case we can arrange a small exhibition where parents can come see the prints.  

 

Formål 

The purpose of the workshop is to produce limited edition prints using etching techniques. At the same 

time experience chemical reaction between metal and acid. My work is fun, and the outcome looks fun, but 

the work behind it is extremely serious and complicated.  



 
Printmaking is an art form that allows you to transfer a sign from a material to another, multiple times, in 

multiple equal copies. Students will learn, that for a good result they will need lot of planning, ahead 

thinking and imagination. I will be there to support and give them all the tools needed, guiding them on the 

process of taking decision for their works.  

Prints are unexpected. You will not know the result until it exists. It is a practice that is full of surprises and 

hard to control. They will learn how to deal with acids and metal, adjust their design, plan their work and 

time.  


